Phallic reconstruction in cloacal exstrophy.
During the last 25 years 8 genotypic male subjects with cloacal exstrophy have undergone phallic reconstruction. All 8 patients had phallic inadequacy after completion of the reconstruction with penile lengths at or below 2 standard deviations below the mean. Of the patients 4 have reached puberty and 2 have documented physiological impotence by nocturnal penile tumescence testing. Three patients have required intensive psychiatric counseling, ranging from 18 months to 3 years because of feelings of sexual inadequacy. Of 2 patients who have attempted sexual relations 1 is unable to penetrate the vagina because of phallic size and 1 is presently engaged in successful vaginal intercourse. As a consequence of phallic inadequacy and its associated psychological trauma in these individuals we strongly recommend sexual conversion as part of the initial management plan.